Vincent Smith


American, b. 1929, New York, NY, d. 2004, New York, NY

Largely self-taught, Smith was born in Bedford-Stuyvesant and took art classes at the Brooklyn Museum Art School and Skowhegan School of Painting in Maine. He credited his knowledge of art history primarily to visits to the Brooklyn Public Library when he was a child. Although information was sparse on black artists, the library held volumes on the German Expressionists. Influenced by African art, they became significant in the artist’s development.

After leaving school in his teens, Smith spent time working at various jobs such as a railroad and post office worker. He was active in the Greenwich Village social scene of the mid-fifties. His close friends, jazz musicians Charlie “Bird” Parker and Thelonious Monk, artists Richard Mayhew and Jacob Lawrence, and poet and activist Amiri Baraka (formerly known as Le Roi Jones) were all influential in the development of the artist’s oeuvre. Jacob Lawrence wrote an essay for Smith’s 1973 exhibition Vincent Smith: Recent Paintings at Larcada Gallery, New York, in which this painting was originally shown:

“I look forward to viewing the work of Vincent Smith which is always vital in content and exciting in form. The facades of the buildings and the faces of their inhabitants – as expressed through the elements of texture, color and shape – allow one to appreciate the creative process of Vincent Smith as well as the energetic like forces of the big city – its people and their way of life. The works are accomplished with sensitivity, probing incisively for the character and essence of the scene of which the artist is so much a part… I admire the symbolic scene paintings: In The Yard with its mask-like figures and timeless forms… syncopated in color, is a fine tribute from a perspective painter, expressing the staccato pulsating beat of a snare drum, the sound of a trumpet and the metallic ring of a piano.” 1


1 Lawrence, Jacob. “Vincent Smith: Recent Paintings.” New York: Larcada Gallery, 1973.
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For further inquiries contact the N’Namdi Contemporary Fine Art Gallery
786-332-4736 | 177 Nw 23rd St. Miami, Fl 33127 |  www.nnamdicontemporary.com
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