Bernard Williams 

American, b. 1964, Chicago, IL, lives in Chicago, IL

Williams’ interests in museology and history guide his dedication to art, pedagogy, and community service. Williams fosters discourse outside the gallery and museum sphere by creating outdoor, community-based murals that encourage interactive participation and input from the surrounding residents.

Williams received a B.F.A. from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and his M.F.A. from Northwestern University in Evanston in 1988. Throughout the course of his studies, he also took classes at the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Maine. His educational experience and deft understanding of the historical importance of art in public spaces and the representation of objective truth can be seen in his large scale paintings.

In the tradition of Charles Alston and his Work Progress Administration students Romare Bearden and Jacob Lawrence, Williams continues the practice of creating art in public spaces made by community members and representative of the people. Bearden’s influence can be seen in the collage-like techniques that William’s employs in his work using signs and vast colors planes to produce paintings representing potentially forgotten histories.

“This work grows from my continuing investigation of American and World history and culture, along with related interests in archeology, cartography, and ethnology. In many of my works, signs and symbols are collected and arranged in order to speak about the complexities of history and human development and movement through the ages. Retrieving and reinterpreting details of history and culture are central to my impulses. Multiple stories and fragments are layered and lined onto my canvases or chosen surface. The viewer is urged to consider his or her place in the forceful flow of culture and events.” 1
              
                                                                                                 Bernard Williams, 2008


1 The Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art. “Bernard Williams.” Further information on this exhibition that runs through September 2008 can be found at http://www.eiteljorg.org/ejm_WhatsHappening/Exhibitions/details.asp?id=1546 (accessed July 31, 2008).
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For further inquiries contact the N’Namdi Contemporary Fine Art Gallery
786-332-4736 | 177 Nw 23rd St. Miami, Fl 33127 |  www.nnamdicontemporary.com
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