Jacob Lawrence
        

      American, b. 1917, Atlantic City, NJ, d. 2000, Seattle, WA

“Most of my work depicts events from the many Harlems which exist throughout the United States. This is my genre... the happiness, tragedies, and the sorrows of mankind as realized in the teeming black ghetto.” 1
                                                                                                            Jacob Lawrence

Lawrence is the most recognized and influential African-American painter in American art history. After his parents separated when he was twelve, he moved with his mother and siblings to Harlem. His mother enrolled him in an afternoon program at the Harlem Arts Workshop, where under the guidance of the artist Charles Alston, he was encouraged to follow his creative instinct for art.

In 1936 Lawrence received a position at the Work Progress Administration as an easel painter. For his commission he decided to make a series of forty one paintings depicting the life of General Toussaint L’Ouverture (1743-1803), the Haitian abolitionist revolutionary. A former slave who overthrew the French government, he became the first black leader of a post-colonial republic. Epitomizing Lawrence’s work, the portrait is defined by its economic composition, stylized line, and matte color palette.

Lawrence is recognized for other epic series depicting African-American culture, history and prominent leaders. His most significant series, The Migration of the Negro illustrates the exodus of African-Americans from the South to urban industrial centers in the North during the first half of the twentieth century. Like those that inspired him, Lawrence also became an accomplished teacher at the Art Students League, Black Mountain College, New York, at the New School, the Skowhegan School of Painting and, finally, at University of Washington in Seattle.

The artist received numerous retrospectives: the first in 1974 at the Whitney Museum of American Art and most recently the Phillips Collection in Washington, D.C., in 2001.

1 The Jacob and Gwen Knight Visual Resource Center. Art and Life. The Biography of Jacob Lawrence. http://www.jacobandgwenlawrence.org/artandlife01.html (accessed July 31, 2008)
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For further inquiries contact the N’Namdi Contemporary Fine Art Gallery
786-332-4736 | 177 Nw 23rd St. Miami, Fl 33127 |  www.nnamdicontemporary.com
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